
A Short Introduction to the English Sessions at the COMIB  

“I never teach my pupils. I only attempt to provide the conditions in which they can 

learn.” (Albert Einstein)  

First of all it is very important to stress that these weekly sessions are NOT typical 

English lessons. If you wish to learn English in the traditional way then I suggest that 

you take classes at an academy. The main idea of these sessions is to bring the 

language of biomedicine, English, to the fore and use this language to discuss Medical 

matters with colleagues who are working in different areas and in different specialties, 

and the principal advantage is that the English trainer supervising and coordinating the 

sessions is specialized in the field of medical education. English is the medium but not 

the subject.  

The aim is to divide the weekly sessions into 5 main areas, which although overlapping 

to some extent can also be separated: 

1) Case studies/ case meetings – Both in HUSE and HSLL I conduct sessions 

where clinicians discuss interesting cases. Here, the main difference is that 

there will be more than 1 specialty involved and I think that this is beneficial in 

many ways. 

2) Journal clubs – The aim is to read and discuss articles of interest. I also believe 

that in this section it would be possible to use the time as a kind of workshop for 

those who wish to discuss their own work in progress. 

3) General medical topics – In this section I propose that we talk about some of 

the following:- medical conditions, ethics, medical humanities, patient 

empowerment, the future of the public services, etc. The list is, of course, 

endless. 

4) Role-play – here the aim is to practice the English needed in your clinic, eg,  

- Patient –Doctor interview 

- Giving bad news  

- Explaining the treatment  

- Coping with a difficult patient 

5) Reflective analysis – Use the sessions to talk and analyze a significant incident. 

This is an ideal opportunity to talk about things that have happened in your daily 

work and get opinions, advice, etc. One of the key aspects of medical practice 

is to reflect, and here we have the opportunity to do this.  

These are just some of the ideas that I propose to put into to practice in the Weekly 

Sessions in English. If you wish to learn more about my ideas please look at my 

webpage - http://medicalenglishblog.com/  
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